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Understanding Angles

by Cheryl Aldrich

Until the late 1900's Mother Nature was the judge of equine conformation as it relates to soundness and
performance. Always impartial in her selections, sweet personalities, current fashion or pretty heads did not sway
her judgments. Only amimals with good mental capacity and built correctly to withstand the stress of daily
survival lived to reproduce. This style of natural selection developed tough strong animals. Afier man made
horses his servants, the selection process did not differ much at first from that of Mother Nature, Everv animal
had to do its job, if he couldn't work. it was turned out in the wild to survive on its own. Only the strong
survived.

No longer is it @ necessity for the horse o work. The "90% see horses used as pets, yard decorations and for
showing. Many are even treated as pant of the family. When a horse has an unsoundness hundreds or thousands
of dollars are spent to Keep him rideable. 1f that is not successful, he is then used for breeding. The impartial
selections of Mother Nature and necessity have been past on to man.

Gipod breeding programs based on an educated understanding of correct conformation for the imended purpose
of the horse can save the owner countless dollars in vet bills and years of grief. There are horses in every breed
that are literally nails in the cofTin of that breeds genetic pool. A breeders eve must be as impartial as Mother
Nature. Unless the horse has the capacity for a long and useful life, it should not be bred. It takes a year to
produce a foal, three years before training to saddle with at least two more vears to finish the horse, The
minimum cost at 1200 a year times $ix vears is $7200, plus your time, care, and training. Breeders have a
responsibility 1o the breed to educate themselves.

Maost new "want to be owners" of Peruvian horses look for a horse with the conformation they are familiar with.
There are scores of books that describe correct conformation, but the build of a trotting horse does not always
compute into a well gaited Peruvian Paso horse. Fernando Grana, once said, "The Peruvian is the animal that
muost ¢losely resembles the horse.” The Peruvian's unigue way of moving-necessitates a somewhat different
conformational look which has caused horsemen from other breeds to call them, funny looking little horses, In
general Peruvians are not as tall as many of the light saddle breeds. Their bodies and necks are heavier with
more angle 1o the hocks, more flex in the pasterns and lighter bone compared 1o other types of horses, Just
standing, the Peruvian Paso is a rather ordinary looking horse, He must be ridden to be fully appreciated.

Looking at correct conformation for soundness is generally the same in all breeds, The commonly accepted
conformational standard in trotting horses is 1/3 shoulder 1/3 back 1/3 hindquarters, which also holds true for
Peruvians. But each breed has a conformational standard that delineates its own distinet look and use. How the
horse 15 put together in relationship to the angles, determines soundness and athletic abilities. Balance is the key
10 soundness in any type of horse and the conformation must be balanced in relationship to what the horses
intended function will be.
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