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The Peruvian horse is named for it"s gait, Paso meaning “step™ or “pace”. “Pisos” is a term used to
describe the way each individual horse moves within it’s gait! “Pisos” not only entails the mechanics
of the gait, (i.e. the Paso Llano, Pasitrote, Sobreandando, etc.) but also it's execution with all it's
variables, such as termino, advancement, smoothness, overreach, etc. The “type” of pisos is only one part
of what constitutes a good gait and can only be identified by observing the sequence and timing of the
footfalls. Great care must be taken to insure that the pisos, with it"s unique and treasured facets, is not
diminished, altered, or lost. I consider it THE most important attribute of the breed.

At this time there are no National or International standards that agree on the gait, it's terminology, or
the way it is judged. It is generally accepted that the Paso Llano and the Sobreandando are the only
approved gaits, The Trote (Trot), Amblandura/Huachano (Pace), Amblandura Falso (False Pace),
Pasitrote (False Trot), and the Troche (Fox Trot), are considered unacceptable but continue to be judged
in the show ring. Confusion reigns as to which should be the preferred gait, the Paso Llano or the Sobre-
andando. Prior to the 1960°s the Paso Llano was considered the superior gait in Peru. With the advent
of the Sol de Oro (v) horses the Sobreandando came into prominence, Both these gaits have desirable
qualitics and are, therefore, subject to owner/breeder preference. However, the choice is really
dependent upon the animal’s breeding, conformation, and training. A desirable few, with deep “raza”
(pacing blood) and brio, will WALK in a Paso Llano mode - moving up from this into a natural Paso
Llano gait. The speed of this pait is dependent upon the number of steps taken and their length, while
retaining the Paso Llano mode. These horses can move, quite effortlessly, toward the Pace and into a
Sobreandando when finished in the bit, Many horses having deep “raza” and adequate brio can onl y walk
in the Paso Llano and are unable to move up and hold a Sobreandando. They will generally move into

a Pace. Others with brio, but generally lacking in “raza”, can not walk in a natural Paso Llano and must
be schooled in the Sobreandando.,

The conformation of the Paso horse is of the utmost importance to the gait, for the body and legs are the
toundation of the gait. They determine the distribution of weight, the flight of the feet, and provide both
strength and stamina for proper execution of the gait. The conformation of the typical Paso horse creates
amyniad of problems concerning the gait, affecting it's mechanics, execution, and tracking mode, The
average paso stands base-wide, toe-out, “stands under™ with the forelegs, and throws it's feet in an
outward arc which we call “termino”. This particular movement creates enormous stress on the forelegs
and unusual wear on the inside wall of the front feel. The forefoot hits toe first, with the center of it's

weight 1o the anterior of the apex of the frog. Preferably, it should hit FLAT, with the weight al the apex
of the frog.

The cow-hocked, sickle-hocked, toe-out confarmation of the hind legs also creates stress and wears off

the inside wall of the horse’s back feet. This conformation, coupled with low hock action, causes the hind

foot to hit toe first and slide forward, with the center of it's weight anterior to the apex of the frog. Again,

it should hit with the

center of it’s weight at the apex of the frog. This combination of the conformation of lorclegs and hind

:-:_zgs causes the Paso to place it's hind foot well inside the track 'efi by 1t°s forefoot, rather than in a direct
INE.
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Since the conformation of the horse IS the foundation of the gait, improvements of their conformation
would minimize or correct these or other gait faults. The surest procedure for doing this would be 1o

increase judging percentages on conformation, and decrease the percentages on how well the horse gaits
in the halter class.
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The mother of the Paso gait was the Amblandura(pace). This pacing blood came primarily from the
African Barb. The blending of the

foundation bloods of the Peruvian Paso, (the African Barb, Friesian, and the Andalucian), is responsible
for it's gait. Any claim that the gait evolved from the horse having to travel over deep sands should be
discounted. In all probability, it came about thru the selective breeding of animals with pacing tendencies

and desirable characteristics. It is highly likely that even these were extensively culled to further purifs
those qualities.

As yet another possibility, the gait may have evolved thru no effort on the part of the breeders. but thru
the natural process of the blending of the original foundation animals. For instance, we know that the
African Barb contributed to the pace, the low tail set, it’s stamina, etc. From the Friesian came the
temperament, arrogance, action , etc. The greatest contributor may possibly have been the Andalucian
since it is likely these stallions were of primary use in the breeding programs of that time. The
Andalucian injected disposition, courage, brio, termino, etc., and had the added advantage of being a
descendent of the Barb.,

In recent years, it has become popular to promote the Arabian and the Spanish Jennet as foundation
breeds of the Peruvian Paso, There is no sign of Arabian influence in the Peruvian Paso’s conformation
or other characteristics, and the Jennet was merely a small, ambling horse; probably of Andalucian strain
but not necessarily recognized a$ an established breed.

The gait is an inheritable trait and with the exception of an occasional “nick™, will be dependent upon
the gait of the ancestry of that particular horse. Sometimes you will have a reversion which will throw
back to the conformation and/or gait of one of the foundation breeds, Therefore, the breeding of two
purebred Peruvian Pasos does not absolutely insure that the foal will have a Paso gait. Although these
are ina minority, some will only doa “flat walk” and a trot. Others will only pace. These animals must
have these tendencies broken, and the gait must be “made”. This brings up the importance of a well-
versed trainer,

Even a well-gaited animal, if improperly trained or ridden, CAN and WILL revert to the trot, pace, or
other unacceptable gaits. The trainer must take the gait of each individual horse and refine it by achiev-
ing purity, consistency, speed, advancement, smoothness, collection, etc.

A young Paso will generally gait very close to the pace, It"s gait will change when put under saddle in
the bozal, and again when put into the bridle.

The complexities of evaluating and judging pisos are many and varied, for most FI‘HSI:EE‘W““PIE“I‘-' i
full sequence of gait in less than .50 of a second. This means that the Paso Liano, :m:h is e:qua] uming
between each step, has approximately .10 of a second between each footfall. This makes 1t extremely
difficult to ascertain where one gait ends and another begins. Hopefully, the following diagrams will be
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an aid in explaining the complexities and technical aspects of various types of pisos. The diagrams will
start with the Paso Llano, because it is halfway between the Trot and the Pace. In order to facilitate

ease of understanding, 1 Second will be shown between each footfall, with 4 Se-

conds completing one full sequence of the gait. The sequence will start with the left hind foot hitting
first, on the first second.
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PASO LLANO

Thas 15 the natural walk of the Peruvian Paso horse and is pre- zn 4 ‘ l:h
cisely halfway between the Trot and the Pace. The Paso Llano Sec SEE
15 slow-to-medium in speed at 6 to 8 m.p.h., with an overreach

of 8 to I‘ﬂ preferred. Personally, 1 prefer the Paso Llano \ /
because if'is elegant and graceful.

SEQUENCE AND TIMING: EE“ 5‘3’-*
The left hind foot hits the ground on the 1st second, with
the left forefoot hitting one second later, on the 2nd second.

The right hind foot then hits one second later, on the 3rd 15 ¢ Jr 4
second, and the right forefoot completes the gait sequence Sec Eec
by hitting one second later - on the 4th second . There is an
equal separation of one second between each footfall. The beat is 1-2-3-4,
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PASO LLANO GATEADO:

This gait has the same sequence and timing as the Paso Llano, with the horse placing more weight on
the hind legs. It “crouches™ and walks in a cat-like manner, and is more of a “schooled” gait that a natural

One,
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Moving from the Paso Llano toward the Ambladura brings us to the:

SOBREANDANDO:

1i 4th
This is an acceptable, predominantly lateral gait that is 5:‘: Sec
halfway between the Paso Llano and the Pace. 1
A Sobreandando is medium-to-fast in speed at 10 1o 12 m.p.h.,
with 10" to 12" overreach preferred, This is an exciting,
schooled gait, and is predominant in today’s show rings Eg 2 Sec f.[::
because of it's speed. [t is sometimes used 1o disguise a
lack of “raza™ and/or lameness. Just as some horses walk
within the timing range of the Paso Llano, before moving up
into actual gait, others will walk within the timing range of
the Sobreandando. But speed is the prime prerequisite of 13 . ;)
a GOOD Sobreandando. Sec s*‘5“-‘-
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