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( WHAT IS "GOOD“ COORMATION'?)
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( By Mary K. Luck * Rlo Blanco Peruvians « Meeker, Colorado _)
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For me the firs! and most important feature of good
conformaton MUST ba functlonally ssund conlarmation, This
means that the conformation (bady shapa) of the horse will not
predispose him 1o any Injury or weaknass that will lead to un-
soundnass. Unsoundnass is-any doviation in form o funclion
that imariaras with the usalulness of the horse.

As was pointed out 1o me at a recent show =~ "The horse
doaes not Know if he has good conformation or not. As long as
he is in gal what does i matter?™ Alhough it Is frue that the
horsa is not aware of whather his conformation is “pleasing” 1o
tha human eye, ha IS aware of tha PAIN caused by joints that
are misaligned, weak pasterns whose suspensory ligaments
tear and cause permanent crippling, overlong backs whase
sacrolumbar joints are so weak they cannol carry the ridars
waight comionably, efc. These problems are products of
HEREDITY that is controlled by man's selective breading, MY
paint baing that the horso is unaware of his assthetic valua,
but he is VERY AWARE of the pain and suffaring that are the
resull of a breeding program of which he is the product, Since
man conirols which mare and sfallion are bred, man is
responsible for the cfspring his cholce produces. As broad-
ors, wa must produce servicably SOUND horses. Of course
paft s importani, but no ane aspect of our wonderful horses is
&0 importani that we must sacrilice soundnezs and hoakh far
8. What good does A do the BREED to produce horses whao
gait baautiully and are “works ol af” only o be unsound by
aje B T or 87 Unsound because of praventable. inhaeriled
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Sa, how do you recognize functlonally sound
conformation? First the horse must be well-balanced -~ this
maang that the horse’s weight musi be squally distribuied on
ALL four legs. That his front @nd and raar and be in proportion
o one ancther, Also, whan viewed from the front and back
that the weight on both sides of the horsa should be eaually
gisiriogied. Thai the length of the bones in the kegs be the
sama a3 lhe comesponding leg on the opposite side. Tha
fints should be aligned and well-dafined. The siress on tha
mints and fendons in a horse's body & fremendous whean tha
horse s in motion. When the joimis are not abigned proparly,
the wints are subjected 10 even more stress; and therefors,
breaks down or wears out quickly, Much like when hammaering

a nail and siriko i .
at an uhulirrrutrnu af h”‘-\
glraight on.  Whan r'J;‘
viewed from the side, = | !
imagine the horse's [ =

body divided info thirds 5] \

&3 in Flgure A. Each A
third should be equal " S ¢
Ha should ba the same = P
height at the withers e |l A A
(A) as the croup (B). Y 1
The legs frem the LF
ground up (C] should =
measure tha samae as iy

the depth of the body (D - from the withers to the girth na).
Tha top ina{o! strength) and the undarline (of the bally) shauld
be long to allow freedom of movemant. The length af the neck
should ba in propartion fo the bady o provide balance and flaxi-
bility,

The horse should have balance and symmatry, Wall da-
fined joints and tendons, refined head and ears, fine skin and
hair, good head carriage, natural style and way of going.

The chost should be deep and wide 1o allow the haart and
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lungs ta do thair jobs. The
- ribs should ba wall archad
{-;' / angd allow room lor lung
ﬁ '. expansion  (which conmd-
P
O ) r"ll
A, I.." Shouiders should be
vl .Il) long and sloping. See Figurs
(| fﬁl\'u { Figure C D. A horse with - straight
il shoulders gives a choppy
ride because the siride is re-
impact related siress on its begs and hooves,
Bocause tha
Back afls a5 a “sus-
pansion bndga® for
tha ribs, muscles and
shor, siraight back
is praferrad, A sag-
ging {sway] back
does not provide suffi-
cwnt support and an
cianl. For 1he great-
es! strangth, the
back should be fairly Figure E
shor with a long undarline and wide (an Indication of adeguals
muscling). A longer back may give a more cambortable ride,

| butes 1o endurance) - See
Figures Band C.
Flgure B :

i’ siricied. See Figura E. A
long smooth siride contacis the ground less and reduces
organs as well as tha
waight of the rider, a
arched back iz both
L:F!;J;hrh'f vl imgh
but 1t is more Fly to tire and sag under siress. The loin is the
(Cantinued on page 228)

Figure D
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Good Conformation
(Continued from Page 202)
muscular portion- of the horses Opine
that extends from the last rib to the hips.
Because i supporis the lumbar varebraa
and transters tha powaer from the hindlegs
forward, tha ksin should ba short and wedl-
davaloped, The hindguanars are tha
harsas main sourcs of propulsion and
should be long, well muscled and power-
ful. Tha hips should ba lavel with tholr
points, wall defined bul not excessivaly
praminant, The croup, which extends
from tha kin 1o the base of the tail, should
be long, unilermly wide and adequately
mutclad with a roundad slops 1o allow tha
hind logs suMliciant reach

Sence tho farelegs carry aboul B5%
ol the horsa's 1ofal body waight, it is of
uimost importance thal thay be proparly
aligned. Because they suppdr waight,
propal the body and absoro shock, thay
ara susceplible to injury if not properly
confarmed. Propar siaping and angling of
iha bones help the legs absord oon-
cussion., This iz ancihar magr feason
that horsemen look for long, skping
shoulders. The shoulder losrms the main
point of attachmant of tha forelimbs 1o (he
rest of 1he body, B Is alsa atachod 1o the

variebral column by SHEETS OF
MUSCLE, MOT BOMES!I! A longer
shoulder provides more poims  of

attachement, resulting in greater suppon.
The angles at which tha shoulder maeis
tha arm (humanss) and the arms meal tha
forearm, help cushion impact betause
{hay allow give and 1ake af tho joints.

The lags MUST be straight, as
crooked legs cause waight fo be uneventy
distributed. This will resull in excassive
prassure on certain bonas of jinis or
oxcassive pull on muscles, tendong and
igaments. To detarmine stranghiness
from 1ha front ol the horse, an imaginary
fine drawn fram the polnt of the shoulded
ia the caniar of tha hool should bisect Tha
knpe, cannon and ankle  (lethock).
Doviation will cause stress 1o lall on tha
*out-of-line® area and result in probloms,
such as splnts. sidebones and
windpufls, efc.

Tha knee should be siraight (bath
fram front and sida views) and sgquaraly
placed on the lag. A knea that s deep,
thick and wide wil provide good
cushioning for the leg. Forearms should
be kng and accompanied by long,
modarate musclas. The cannon bone
should be short and flat. Viewed from the
front, they should ba narrow but viewed
from the side, they should be wide. This
will reduce likelyhood of splinis, breaks
and fractures. Tha cannon bone croum-
ference of al least saven inchas. This is
measured at the lop of the cannon bone

on a front leg just below the carpal bones
itha knaa),

The cannon bone should blend inlo a
flat, wida fatlock. This provides more
width of 1the weight bearing surfaces of
tha bones. The pas- \
tarn should be fairly )
long and slopa down-
ward in a8 continuois
ling with the hool wall.
San Flgure F. The pas-
tern  siops  =hould
maich the slopa of tha
shoulder, with the ideal about a 45* angle.
Horses with short, slraight pasterns tend
1o have rough, choppy gaits. However,

a3®

Figurs F

boware of oxcessively kng pastems.
Horses with overly long pastarmns may
have & smooth gait, but as a result of
axcessive length, the tendons and
ligamants ara subject 1o mora strain and
may break down more  sasily rom
increased stress an the sesamoid bones
{small pyramid shapod bonas at the back
of tha Tatlock gani)

Tha horsa's hindiegs should Do
straight, strong and wall-muscled %o pro-
vida forward propulsion of the body, The
thigh bona should be shon and skoping
and turned sbghtly outward at its point of
origin, This will angle the horse’s NOCKS
shightly inward, enabling him 1o colleq

| are amazed at how'a

Around the Ranchos (Continued from page 220)
Tennessea Walker mara). Charlle Hamilton of Sharidan, Wyoming purchased SALAR

TA [Rocion x Cuarier horsa mane),

Pal Matilce - Matlice Spofied Dog Craek Ranch -
Avon, Montana purchased BARBUDO, threa year old pelding

(Recion x Monara),

*Barboee” was started undar saddle this summer and is doing vary nicely, Fal ssemad
vary pleasad with his "smoath ridel® We wish 1o welcoma thess naw ownars 1o The

exciting workd of the Peruvian.®

This summaer staned out with so-c-0 much 1o do, so many horses 1o train. But
amazingly & all got donal We had three 3-year olds fo start undar saddla. Again, we

aager io learn, just n

thase horses are to wark with. Thay wan! io please and ara
te ba shown what 1o do and they will do it. My cousin, Darlas

har daughter, Fawn came to help me one Saturday in July, That day we lbaded
*all* threa, 1ock tham for thair first trafler ride, saddled them, rode them In & confined
area, (Red Lodge Rodeo Grounds), and within tha hour rode all three a couple of miles
{togethar) on their "maiden” trail ride. Thay ware very interssted, wiling. and seamad

1o realky

i The following day, INIGO was sold, Since that time Barbee and

{Copo da Mieva) "Snowflake” have been ridden aimost evary weakend, onca on a five
hour trail rde, through creeks, bog, hills, brush, deer, eic. This wonderful breed
proves itself time and again, what batter pleasure riding horse could you ever ask forl!

Wa had more visitors &1 the Ranch this summer than ever befora.
continues 1o ba our demo. horse. One of our visitors this summar was a lady who had
been in a horrible auto accident a year age. Her dream horse had been a Peruvian lar
years. Sha had never seen ona in "the flesh” belore, only pictures. Rocky gave her a
dema ride. | have never sean anyone so pleased in my Iifell Sha had to be haiped on
and off but roda by hersell. On a trofting breed she would have had to be tied in, It
was a wonderful exparience for her, and a wonderlul experience for us o soe har

finally fulfill har "dream” on our stallion, Rocon

As good as 1949 has bean, wa look for 1880 1o ba even baltar.

From
excited!|l

Mary & Ken Luck - Rio Blanco Peruvians - Meeker, Colorado . . . Tak about
At the WCPHC Show, TORDO DE COLORADO's first two sons took

Champion and Resarve Champlon Jumior Stallion, and with thair hall-sister, toos 1st

Placa in Gat of Sire. Cur 1988 ¢
boys with no white, one of which

of foals has arrived ~ twa more solid dark brown |
already sold, Congratulations to Mick Sullivanl

TORDO is producing such conslstancy and quality, Kén ks calling him *Don Ditto.”
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EL VICTORIOSO

*Resalodo x Evifa

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
TO OWN THIS HANDSOME

& TALL GELDING

« Good Conformation
« Smooth Gait

» Show Prospect

« Fuly Trained

« Only $5,980

Call Wanda - (805) 457-1358












